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FOREWORD

It is only in recent years that scholars of
Modern Indian Languages started taking interest
in problems concerning the origin and growth of
these languages (ne of the most important links
in this branch of studies is a scientific study of
a group of languages known as the Prakritlanguages
such as Pali, Maharastri, fauraseni, Magadhi, Pai-
$achi and Apabhrarhsa. Of these Pali has gota vast
literature which is available to scholars in carefully
prepared editions printed in Roman-scriptand latter-
ly in Singhalese, Burmese,and Siamese. Pali booksin
the Devanagari script arealso appearing offand on.
The literary works in Maharastri particularly in Jain
Maharastri exist in large number and some of them
are available to scholars, but works in other Prakrit
languages such as Sauraseni, Magadhi and Paiéachi
is very scanty, coveringin the first two passages found
in the Samskritdramas and Sattakas only. It issaid
that Gupadhya Brihat-Kathid reported to be a
voluminous work, was written in Paisichi Prakrit
but is no longerextant. Literature in Apabhrarnéa
is vast and a few works are available in print, but it
should be noted that in 1902, just fifty years back,
Pischel had to remain content witha few bits which
he put into a small publication known as ‘Materials
for the knowledge of Apabhrarhéa.’

The exact connotation of the term Apabhrarhfa
has beena matter of considerable speculation. The
term is known to Patafijali and used by him in his
Vyakaran Mahabhasya where it signifies corrupt
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words or words notsanctioned by Sarhskri

rianslike Panini,and words whichbeing Apabhras-
ta ordegenerated, are unfit tobe used on occasions of
sacred rituals Whether the Apabhrasta form in the
age of Pataijali were standardised or no, we have
nosufficientevidence. To vedicseers, even Papini’s
Sarnskrit might appear as Apabhrasta, but in hisage
his Sarhskrit attained the status of a Bhisd of the
dista’s. Chhandasi and Bhasayarh as used by early
grammarians clearly indicate that in theage of Pa-
nini Vedic language hasgone out of use, and a new
form of the language had made its appearance.
In my view this process of old forms becoming
obsolete and new forms constituting a Bhasa, ie
a current language has continued even up to our
age. So, we have Vedic Sarnskrit, and it deve-
lopped into classical or Panini’s Samskrit which
was called Bhasi; we have classical Sarhskrit current
in the days of Bina, but he mentions his friend
Iéan as Bhaga-Kavi (he isalsoreferred to by Puspa-
dant in his Mahapuran). Bharat in his Natyadastra
has mentioned Samskritas also Prakrit and its Vibha
sa which were current in his times, and subsequent
writers like Dandi have referred to the language of
Maharastra as the best Prakrit, Rudrat refers to
varieties of Apabhrarhéaas provincial froms Bharata
does not use the term Apabhraméa ; he mentions
Vibhasaand particularly the Vibhasa of the Abhir's,
He also mentions a Bhasa in which ‘v’ as ending
vowel of words, both nouns and verbs figures
prominently as in classical Apabhrathéa. Bt it
should be noted that classical Apabhrarhéa
is not the only language which uses ‘v’ ending
words I should like to draw the attention of
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linguists to the fact that Buddhist Sarhskrit, e. g.,
the verses in Lalit-Vistar and Saddharm Pundatlka
use several from of nouns and verbs ending in ‘w’.
‘We cannot call then the las e of these works
as Vibhasa of classical Sarhskrit. There is a version
of the famous Dhammapad known as the Prakrit
Dhammapad in which *u’ ending forms figure pro-
minently. We may even assume on the authority
of Taranath that the Bauddha Tripitak exists in
versions. The Pali and sarhskrit versions, the latter
in fragments, are discovered and known to wus,
The Prakrit version of the Dhammapad which is a
work of the Tripitak has been just mentioned. The
Samitiya School of the Buddhists had their Tripitak
in the Apabhrarhéa version; unfortunately it is not
extant, and even fmgments of this version have
not yet come to light, We can still assume on
the authority of Taranath that the Apabhrariiéa ver-
sion was in existence. In any case Apabhrarméa form
of a language existed side by side with the standard
form; the classical Sarhskrit figuringasthe Apabhrast
form by the side of Vedic Sarhskrit. Buddhist
Sarhskrit of Lalit-Vistar figured as Apabhrast by the
side of classical Sarnskrit and the process went on
further It is therefore right to assume that a

of Ay $a existed throughout the development
of the Vedlc Sarhskrit, its characteristics depending
on the classical form current at the time.

Today however, we understand by the term
Apabhraméa a Prakrit language whose charac-
teristics have been ﬁxed by grammariaps _ like
Chand, H Trivi Puru-
sottama, Markagdeya and others. The study of the
Apabhrarhéa is essential for correctly mastering the
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growth of the languages of Modern India, parti-
calarly Hindi, Gujrati, Bengali, Marathi and all
their subdialects 1 am therefore glad to find
Shri Namavara Singh, M. A, a brilliant student
of the Banaras Hindu University, who topped the
list of M., A, students in 1951, to come out with
his thesis he offered at that examination on ‘Hindi
ke Vikas mei Apabhramda Ka Yoga’ and to make
it available in a book form. He has studied the en-
tire problem of the Apabhramhda language scientifi-
cally and historically, and has not hesitated to criti-
cise the views of his predecessors where they appeard
to him to be unsatisfactory. To his thesis he has
added a few appendices to make his study more use-
full to the readers 1 congratulate himon his excel-
lent work and commend it to lingwsts, and parti-
cularly to the scholars of the Hindi Janguage which
has now rightly attained the status of the Rastra-
bhasa of free India.

Hindu University, Banaras,
16th. February, 1952, }(Dr.) P. L. VAIDYA
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